32         ON   THE   UNDERRATED   GENIUS
vials of his wrath on usuch conceits as clownagc
keeps in pay" was abominably disfigured by
episodical buffoonery of the kind at which Hall
girds. When Richard Jones, the printer, came to
give the two parts of Tamburhin* to the world,
he took care to remind the reader in a prefatory
epistle that he had purposely omitted "certain
fond and frivolous gestures^ digressing, and, in
my poor opinion, far unmeet for the matter,
which I thought might seem more tedious unto
the wise than anyway else to be regarded* though
haply they have been of some vain, conceited
fondlings greatly gaped at, what time they were
showed upon the stage in their graced deformi-
ties". Stickler as he was, like all self-respecting
dramatists, for the law of writ, Marlowe stood
impotent in the midst of the clamours of the
great god, Demos, for the law of liberty, liven
Shakespeare's exhortation to the clowns, con-
siderably as it may have been hearkened unto by
his fellows of the Globe, has never been ncnouHly
taken to heart by the great mass of player* or
their public, Tarleton was the elemental low
comedian, and he established for his dan a con-
vention of gagging which has held good until
our own day, Few veteran playgoers of catholic
tastes but have a snaking regard for the whole-